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Books and Technology 
Outline: 
When students want to read books, they no longer have to go 
to a library or bookstore to find them.  Books are no longer a 
collection of pages in between covers.  They’re much more 
than images and written words.  Books can now be found 
online in many formats including eBook, video, audio, and 
even interactively.  

Publishers and authors decide whether or not a print book 
makes it to a digital format.  They control the Digital Rights 
Management (DRM).   Some authors, like J.K. Rowling, are 
adamant that they will never provide their books in digital 
format. 

 

eReaders: 
Digital books can be viewed with an eReader.  Many students 
now own eReader devices that they can use to read eBooks.  
However, some eReaders are not compatible with the eBook 
files in the library.   Types of eReaders: 

?? Amazon Kindle 
?? Barnes & Noble Nook  
?? Sharper Image Literati 
?? Sony Pocket Reader (PRS 300) 
?? Apple iPad 
?? Borders Kobo 
?? Sony Daily Reader 

What libraries can do: 
 
To avoid student frustration and confusion, and in an effort 
to provide the best customer service, library personnel 
should be aware of the capability and compatibility of each 
eReader.  Jason Griffey has a great blog called Pattern 
Recognition that can help explain DRM and different file 
types and why some eReaders can download library eBooks 
and why some can’t.  You can find his blog at:  
http://jasongriffey.net/wp/2010/08/25/ebooks-filetype-
and-drm/ 

 

Television and movie characters: 
Some students are reluctant readers.  This could be because 
they struggle with reading or because they haven’t really 
found a topic or genre that interests them.  However, most 
students enjoy watching television and going to the movies.  
Sometimes all it takes to get a reluctant reader to pick up a 
book is to show them a book about one of their favorite 
television characters that they find comforting. 

What libraries can do: 
 
By creating book displays and programming surrounding 
certain television series and/or movies, students will be 
reminded that there are many different types of books 
available to them.  It will also show students that the library 
can be a fun and current place for them to discover books!   

 

Websites & Apps: 
Many authors have their own websites full of games and 
interactive components.  There are tons of mobile book 
applications available for students to use at their leisure.  
Finally, there are many great websites available where books 
can be viewed and read online and where students can share 
their book-related opinions, ideas, and thoughts. 

What libraries can do: 
 
Every library desktop should include icons that directly link 
to fun book-related websites for students.  Having direct 
links will facilitate student searches and simultaneously 
promote reading. 

 

Audio & Video: 
Studies have shown that, by the age of three, children of 
professional parents have heard 30 million more words than 
children of non-professional parents (e.g. children of poverty 
hear fewer words = poorer academic performance).  Studies 
have also shown that listening to audio books increases a 
student’s prosody and vocabulary skills as well as develops 
imagination and attention.  With audio books, students can 
read along with the narrator or can just sit back, listen, and 
enjoy the story.  Videos can also promote reading and 
encourage further exploration of a topic. 

What libraries can do: 
 
By creating book displays and programming around audio 
books and videos, students, teachers, and parents will be 
reminded that there are different formats for enjoying books.  
Libraries can also educate parents on the importance of 
reading aloud to their children and bring to their attention 
research findings like the 30-million word gap.  Librarians 
should encourage reading aloud to children by scheduling 
daily story times. 
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