Author Purpose

	· Describe
	· Persuade

	· Inform
	· Entertain


Types of Nonfiction Books

Descriptive

Writing that appeals to all five senses to help the reader get a visual of what the writer is trying to describe.  Rich details.
Informational (Expository)

Explains or informs the reader about a certain topic.  They do not contain an opinion.  There is a lot of informational writing in:

	· an autobiography
	· a biography
	· an editorial

	· an encyclopedia
	· an essay
	· an excerpt

	· a feature story
	· an interview
	· a magazine

	· a newspaper
	· a textbook
	


Persuasive
A story that explains someone’s opinion on a topic.  The writer uses facts and information to support his/her position and tries to influence the reader.  Examples of persuasive writing include:
	· an editorial
	· an essay
	· an excerpt


Narrative

Tells a true story about a person, event or place.  Most often written in chronological order.  Found in:
	· an autobiography
	· a biography
	· an essay

	· a memoir
	· short stories
	


